NANCY MARGRIED

A woman’s advice is no
great thing, according to
an old proverb, but he

- who won't take it is a fool.

Matheos Viktor Messakh
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erhaps architect Muham-

mad Lukman and mathe-

matician Yun Hariyadi were

aware of this when their
friend Nancy Margried eriticized
their poor self-presentation.

Mancy met Lukman after he held
an exhibition of his mathematics-
based architectural works at a café
in Bandung.

“I believe he has a brilliant mind
but he presented it in such a bad way
that nobody would even look at [his
works]," Nancy said.

She and Lukman became friends,
with Lukman later introducing her
to Yun Harivadi.

“He also has a brilliant mind but
[ didn't really understand what he
said,” Nancy said laughing.

“For me, something has to be able
to be understood if we want to make
it useful for people” added the pub-
lic relations expert from Medan in
North Sumatra. “When it comes to
design, never make it too weird or
people won't look at it

Nancy became fast friends with
the two men despite their different
protessional backgrounds, with the
trin finding a common interest in
visual art and hanging out in cafes.

And that was how it came about
that Lukman, then doing his doc-
toral dissertation on architectural
designs generated from fractal
| formulae, showed his friends pic-
| tures generated by mathematical
- formulae.

“The pictures looked like Bowers
and plants and to me they looked
like batik,” said Nancy, now 30. “We
wonderad if batik could be made
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Her idea set off a series of experi-
ents and consultations with barik

with their research proving
at batik does ‘ndeed have a math-
matical pattern.

So excited were they by where
reir discovery might lead that
;ancy resigned from her position as
narketing communications director
t a property agent in Bandung to
oncentrate on the project.

Then in early 2007, the research
well under way, the trio submuitted
y proposal to show their work at the
10th Generative Art International
Conference in Milan, Italy, in De-
cember 2007, To their surprise, they
were invited to the conference.

panicking at what they had got
themselves into, they worked hard-
er on their research tasks, including
preparing a research abstract, devel-
oping new software L0 make their
thesis applicable and generating ba-
tik samples using the software.

wye had to create our OWN soft-
ware because no [existing] soft-
ware in the world could do what
we wanted,” Nancy said, adding the
team also consulted batik experts
at university to help them with the
philosophical, historical and artistic
aepects of batik.
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